7Z                        THE   TWO   CONSTITUTIONS

had its separate legislature. There was but one King
in England, and he retained his position,. short of
revolution, for as long as he lived. There were thir-
teen colonial governors and all of them held office for
comparatively short terms. Above all, the King had
nobody to fall back upon when his Parliament op-
posed him, but the governors in their conflicts with
the colonial assemblies could fall back upon the power-
ful support of the King. These difficulties might have
been overcome had parliamentary development in the
Colonies been such as to permit the conception of
parliamentary sovereignty to take root. Bqt on the
other side of the Atlantic different circumstances
caused different traditions to prevail. The House of
Representatives does not possess, and short of a revolu-
tion could not acquire, powers smiliar *o those exer-
cised by the House of Commons. The greatest of all
the differences between British and American constitu-
tional practices lies in the widely different measures
of authority enjoyed by the Houses composed of the
representatives of the people.